
 

 
 

 

Dassault Systèmes and Solar Impulse  
Define a New Chapter in the Future  

of Solar-Powered Aviation  
 

Technology, Vision, and Innovation  
Show the Possibilities of Clean Flight 

 
VELIZY-VILLACOUBLAY, France – November 25, 2014 — Dassault Systèmes (Euronext 
Paris: #13065, DSY.PA), the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, world leader in 3D design software, 
3D Digital Mock-up and Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions, announced today the 
renewal of its ongoing technical partnership with Solar Impulse SA and publicly committed itself 
to the next phases of the record-breaking, solar-powered, round the world airplane project. The 
Solar Impulse 2 airplane, revealed on April 9 and successfully test flown in June of this year, is 
designed using Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform.  
 
Solar Impulse uses Dassault Systèmes’ 3DEXPERIENCE platform, including its CATIA and 
ENOVIA applications, to design, build, and validate this second solar airplane. Solar Impulse 1 
was a test bed for the incredibly complex new technologies required to fly day and night using 
solar energy alone. Solar Impulse 2 will carry the mission forward and fly around the world in 
2015. 
  
The team faced new challenges and trade-offs in designing such an innovative plane, including 
a new design for the fuselage and wings, and using new materials to achieve strict weight 
objectives. Designing a cockpit providing safety, comfort, and command accessibility for a pilot 
on an around-the-world flight required sophisticated design and management tools. Dassault 
Systèmes applications, in use by the team since 2006, helped ensure smooth execution of the 
ongoing development process and milestones.  
 
“For over a century, pioneers have been pushing the limits of aviation and transforming ideas 
into ‘firsts,’ from the first human flight to balloon flights and space missions once thought to be 
impossible,” said André Borschberg, Co-founder CEO and Pilot, Solar Impulse.  “We continue to 
apply this entrepreneurial spirit to engineering and research programs that blend 21st century 
technologies like the 3DEXPERIENCE platform with a mission to improve mankind’s impact on 
the environment.” 
 
 “We had to be right the first time. We needed proven, cutting edge industry solutions to craft the 
experience for which we were looking. That’s why we went to Dassault Systèmes and its 
3DEXPERIENCE platform,” said Bertrand Piccard, Initiator, Chairman and Pilot, Solar Impulse. 
“An experience perspective is exactly what we needed when creating an airplane to achieve 
such long flights. We’re in the cockpit for five days at a time. Everything, from the propulsion, to 
the electronics, to the crew facilities needs to be considered, planned, integrated and 
implemented for such a flight to be successful.” 
 
 

http://www.3ds.com/


“This is about more than just serving the needs of a customer,” said Michel Tellier, Vice 
President, Aerospace & Defense Industry, Dassault Systèmes. “It’s more than just an airplane, 
Solar Impulse is a message. The Solar Impulse project is showing the world that alternative, 
clean energy can be safe and viable in the most extreme circumstances and that it has the 
power to change the world.” 
 
To know more about Dassault Systèmes Aerospace and Defense Industry Solution 
Experiences, visit http://www.3ds.com/aerospace-defense.  
 

### 
 
About Dassault Systèmes 

Dassault Systèmes, the 3DEXPERIENCE Company, provides business and people with virtual universes to imagine 
sustainable innovations. Its world-leading solutions transform the way products are designed, produced, and 
supported. Dassault Systèmes’ collaborative solutions foster social innovation, expanding possibilities for the virtual 
world to improve the real world. The group brings value to over 190,000 customers of all sizes, in all industries, in 
more than 140 countries. For more information, visit www.3ds.com. 
 
CATIA, SOLIDWORKS, ENOVIA, DELMIA, SIMULIA, GEOVIA, EXALEAD, 3D VIA, 3DSWYM, BIOVIA, NETVIBES 
are registered trademarks of Dassault Systèmes or its subsidiaries in the US and/or other countries. 

  
 
Dassault Systèmes Press Contacts 

Corporate / France Arnaud MALHERBE arnaud.malherbe@3ds.com +33 (0)1 61 62 87 73 
NAM Suzanne MORAN suzanne.moran@3ds.com +1 (781) 810 3774 
EMEAR Virginie BLINDENBERG virginie.blindenberg@3ds.com +33 (0) 1 61 62 84 21 
China Grace MU grace.mu@3ds.com +86 10 6536 2288 
Japan Yukiko SATO yukiko.sato@3ds.com +81 3 4321 3841 
Korea MyoungJoo CHOI myoungjoo.choi@3ds.com +82 10 8947 6493 
India Seema SIDDIQUI seema.siddiqui@3ds.com +91 1244 577 100 
AP South Tricia SIM tricia.sim@3ds.com +65 6511 7954  
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